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American Legion Auxiliary Leaders Visit Garville 


The American Legion Auxiliary 
done much add the comfort 
living this community, that when 
visit from national officer antic- 
ipated patients are eager show their 
appreciation. 

When was learned that this year 
March 22, not only the national pre- 
sident, Mrs. Bess Lainson, Fort Madi- 
son, lowa, was make her official visit, 
but also the national rehabilitation 
chairman, Mrs. Ruby Ward, Kingwood, 
W.Va., and third official, the nation- 
chaplain, Mrs. Lumy Seals, Homer, 
La., were coming was felt that for 
such day something extra 
should done for the pleasure the 
guests. Aline Stribbling, president 
the B.L. Spann Unit 188, Joe Martinez, 
commander the local Post, and John 
Pinder, Chef Gare Voiture Locale 
902, together with members these 
organizations, put their heads together 
make plans, That loyal friend, 
geur, Frank Nesom Baton Rouge 
was called and entered into the discus- 
sion. was planned that after 
gram introductions and talks, lunch 
would served everyone. Johnny 
Messina, also Forty and has 
restaurant Baton Rouge specializ- 
ing barbecued chicken. and 
Frank prepared the box lunches and 
Mrs. Dora Hitzman, Mrs. Jeff Graves 
and Mrs. Chaney, all Nichol- 
son Unit 38, came here serve lunch. 

The activities were planned for the 
patio bring into focus the outdoor 
furniture that was gift the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxilary, when Mrs. Lain- 
son was serving national rehabilita- 


(at mike) expresses appreciation American Legion 
officers for their interest the 
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Mrs. Lainson, Mrs. Seals, Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Ward relax the comfortable patio 
chairs while other guests gather round the table. 


tion chairman. The one thing not antic- 
ipated happened; after weeks un- 
seasonably hot weather blue norther 
descended us. Not outdone, 
the patio furniture was moved our 
spacious ballroom, umbrellas 
and indoors enjoyed our swanky out- 
door furniture just the same. 

Mrs. Lainson, petite woman with 
gray hair and laughing eyes, comment- 
getting away from the winter when 


Auxiliary 


left lowa, but cold 
your sunny South.” With that she drew 
her fur stole bit tighter around her 
shoulders, while assured her that 
the weather was very cold for March, 
and buttoned our coats our necks. 
Mrs, Lainson easy converse with 
imparting friendliness. her talk 
the large group assembled meet her, 
she said, “This about the fourth 
time I’ve planned visit you, I’m 
very happy that finally been able 
make it. I’ve visualized your patio 
furniture many times, and I’m glad 
see it. can now picture all you 
enjoying during the warm weather. 
The American Legion Auxiliary hap- 
that have been able bring 
you some added comforts and I’m sure 
will continue down through 
the years, long there Carville 
hospital. The courage you display 
inspiration all us, and hope 
that shall have the privilege meet- 
ing each you personally today.” 

Mrs. Ward took her Carville pro- 
ject this year equipment for broadcast- 
ing high fidelity music the cafeteria 
and hospital annex. The equipment has 
been installed and her dedication 
it, Mrs. Ward said,” dedicate this mu- 
sic system behalf all the members 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 
the music sounds forth, will sing 
our faith the man and 
God. will proclaim our hopes and 
our prayers for you. will testify our 
faith the future. will proclaim 
you each day our aspirations, our hopes 
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Fuller And Richer Life Beta Sigma Phi 


Beta Sigma Phis and their guests Carville occasion Ritual Jewels Ceremony. 
Marjorie Williams, who read the Ritual, seated extreme right. Joey stands her 
and Ann seated back her. 


harmony with some 120,000 wom- 
en, Joey Guerrero and forward 
our quest enriched social and 
cultural life Beta Sigma Phi. Six 
months have elapsed since received 
our Pledge Ritual this international 
cultural March Mary 
Jane (Collins) Caruso, New Orleans, 
who entered our names for considera- 
tion members almost year ago, 
came our community give the 
required test. 

feeling after passing test was 
akin that school days and 
those all important final exams. 
ied and crammed facts and figures into 
head; for being eligible receive 
second degree Beta Sigma Phi 
was the culmination 
dream. 

was long time ago, about 1949, 
that met Acel Ross Mitchell, New 
Orleans, first friend Beta Sigma 
Phi. Acel had entertained hospitals 
and USO shows during the war and 
came bring her lovely singing our 
community. the years went by, semi- 
annual tours Carville were planned 
Acel and became pleasant as- 
signment guide these bus loads 
Beta Sigma Phis through our hospital 
community. The better came know 
these women, the more admired them 
for their friendliness and charming 
personalities, 

Frequently after tour, program 
entertainment would given the 
theatre. all the New Orleans chap- 
ters would take part the various acts, 
one year THE STAR staff, token 
appreciation, presented album 


pictures this hospital community 
the president city council for the 
Beta Sigma Phi Club Later, 
Hilda Iverson, service chairman 
Beta New Orleans that time, be- 
gan Carville scrapbook. Hilda and 
worked together closely, and furnish- 
her clippings and snapshots in- 
clude it. Mary Jane, who plays and 
sings Pat began coming 
with Acel Carville the early 
entertain the patients. didn’t take 
long for feel that the ties 
friendship were strengthening. 

the December 1952 issue THE 
STAR, wrote article about three 
sororities (Delta Sigma Epsilon, Delta 
Theta Tau and Beta Sigma Phi) that 
helpful our educational 
campaign Hansen’s disease. pre- 
paration for this write-up, was nec- 
essary for gather material 
each them. was then that re- 
ceived copy “Presenting Beta Sig- 
Phi,” and the more read, the 
clearer became understanding 
why was attracted these women. 
The motto the sorority, translated 
into English, “Life, Learning and 
Friendship.” Some place along the line, 
began dreaming the privilege 
becoming Beta Sigma Phi, but this 
longing was never mentioned any- 
one, not even husband, Hank. 
felt that the sorority was something that 
could dream about, but never hope 
become part because being 
patient here. 

The next chapter the story was 
told the October 1954 issue THE 
STAR, when reported our Pledge 


Ritual. Mary Jane proposed our names 
Beta, approved her chapter, 
went International Headquarters 
and less personage than the found- 
er, Walter Ross, approved both. 
Joey and belong the rather new 
International Chapter composed 
women living remote areas. All 
our cultural work carried as- 
signments sent through the mail our 
extension chairman Lydia Brooks 
International Headquarters Kansas 
City, Mo. These assignments are stim- 
ulating, requiring reading 
some the finest literature. 

Now back the present. The Ritual 
Jewels Degree was set for Sunday, 
March 20, Chateau Simon. The 
weather had been unusually warm for 
the month and felt that the breeze- 
way Hank’s and cottage would 
the ideal setting for the ceremony. 
Then, too, Joey and planned turn 
the tables our sisters and hostesses 
the refreshment hour, 
tion the reception given the 
Pledge Ritual. 

The 20th was blustery Sunday, but 
the heat indoors would have been un- 
bearable, the breezeway worked out 
fine. Even earlier than anticipated, 
parade cars started down the street 
that passes our cottage. Joey and 
had expected about people, but 
were delighted learn that with 
husbands and friends members join- 
ing the cavalcade, had some 
guests. There were representatives from 
six the New Orleans chapters, in- 
cluding New Orleans city council pre- 
sident Beta Sigma Phi, Helen De- 
latte. Marjorie Williams, president 
Beta the sponsoring chapter, read 
the inspiring Ritual and this serene 
atmosphere Joey and pledged our- 
selves anew the aims and purposes 
our sisterhood, receiving our Ritual 
Jewels Pins. 


Including Joey and Beta Sigma 
Phi can well classed 
Venture,” one that means great deal 
both, journey down life’s 
highway with will 
master the art living fuller and 
richer life. 

Our heartfelt appreciation Clara 
Hood Rugel and the staff The Torch, 
official publication Beta Sigma Phi. 
for that wonderful write-up covering 
our Pledge Ritual carried the April 
1955 issue, While the entire article 
pleases lot, one sentence meant 
more than most you realize. read. 
Beta Sigma Phis there was need 
these two women—both examples 
extraordinary courage—as 
wanted, needed and accepted the 
desire most people. 
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Richmond, Virginia physician, Dr. 
Robert Manton Wilson, has been award- 
the National Medal the 
Korean government for his work with 
Hansen’s disease patients that coun- 
try. 
Dr. Wilson received the medal from 
Dr. You Chan Yang, Korean ambassa- 
dor the U.S., reception Wash- 
ington, March (Korean Independence 
Day). The medal one the highest 
South Korean medals awarded civilians. 

From 1908 1941, Dr. Wilson was 
medical missionary for the Southern 
Presbyterian Church Korea and was 
decorated twice the Japanese govern- 
ment, then the rulers Korea, for his 
Kwangju and later established another 
Yosu County, which since has been 
renamed his honor. His influence 
also resulted the establishing 
colony Sorokdo under the 
ment auspices. addition his work 
for Hansen’s disease, Dr. Wilson found- 
the Graham General Hospital. His 
work was interrupted World War 
but soon returned Korea where 
from 1946 1948 had charge 
work Korea under the U.S. Military 
Government. Fusan, secured from 
the Military Government the old 
seven miles north Fusan where there 
are now 1300 patients. 

The medal awarded Dr. Wilson was 
Sigman Rhee, President the Repub- 
lic Korea. The citation concludes 
with this beautiful and well—merited 
tribute Dr. Wilson: “He left Korea 
the abiding memories great human- 
itarian whose contribution the spir- 
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(AP Photo) 


The award was presented Dr. Wilson the Korean ambassador the U.S. 
Dr. You Chan Yang, the wife looks on. 


itual and physical welfare the peopie 
Korea will never forgotten.” 

met Dr. Wilson when visited 
Carville February 1948, soon after 
his return from Korea. renewed 
our acquaintance with Dr. Wilson 
his second visit Carville the sum- 
mer 1953 when came here 
“brush up” the subject, One could 
not converse with Dr. Wilson long with- 
out realizing his warm regard for the 
Korean people and his deep affection 
for patients there. 

recent letter (March 30, 1955) 
THE STAR, Dr. Wilson wrote, 
believe the patients Korea are 
there are anywhere, due chiefly the 
fact that they are busy, active, indus- 
and more less running their 
own affairs. Our work 
system started Kawngju many years 
ago has been adopted the Fusan and 
Sorckdo provinces where today there 
are about 8400 cases. Every patient 
encouraged have his own garden and 
rabbits, well all joining run 
end manage their affairs, and they are 
given much freedom so. these 
three plants have Mayor and City 
Council and the entire assemblies vote 
and elect their own committees and 
managers. 

“At Sorokdo there are seven churches 
and one each the other colonies and 
religious freedom and their trust 
God and hope eternity also brings 
great satisfaction into their lives. was 
the greatest joy see 
how happy they are; while before com- 
ing into the home they often called 
themselves ‘dead dogs’ and they were 


sad outcast class the land. 

“At Yosu colony have Theolog- 
ical Seminary where many are trained 
religious leaders. have often felt 
that the saddest group people the 
world have become the happiest. 

THE STAR has done great work 
blotting out the sad name that has gone 
with the disease.” 


Korean patients front one 
the cottages the Wilson colony, 
Yosu County. 

There has never been proper census 
cases Korea but according 
Dr. Wilson, the general opinion thai 
there are some 20,000. 


Dr. Wilson served health director 
for Henrico County, Richmond, Virgin- 
ia, from 1948 November 1950, when 
retired. Dr. and Mrs. Wilson have 
five sons and two daughters, all born 
and reared Korea. Four the sons 
are doctors. 

Today 75, Dr. Wilson still has 
hopes that the Presbyterian Mission 
Board, under which worked, will 
disregard his retirement age and permit 
him return Korea, Says Wilson, 
“There was never greater joy 
than helping bring hope and 
that afflicted class people and 
only regret that did not remain 
there carry on.’ 


Washington Caller 


“Each diagnosis has its own special 
aspects and special considerations are 
necessary for each kind disease.” This 
opinion was expressed Miss Mary 
Gillis, Chief the Social Service 
Branch, Division Hospitals, the 
Public Health Service, Washington, 
when she called THE STAR office 
during her week’s visit Carville 
March. Miss Gillis pointed out that 
some the facts about Hansen‘s disease 
are not well known those that 
affect other diseases. This was Miss Gil- 
lis’s first visit Carville. She was in- 
terested primarily the social aspects 
Hansen’s disease. While here Miss 
Gillis conferred with Miss Beck, Car- 
ville’s medical social worker, and other 
members. 


American Doctor Honored Sout orean Government 


Articles and Letters British Press 
Defend Ousted Doctor 


Dr. Michael Corcos the British 
Colonial Medical Service, the central 
figure the revolt the patients 
the Chacachacare Hansen’s disease Is- 
land hospital, Port Spain, Trinidad, 
where was the director, has 
returned his home Nottingham, 
England. Dr. Corcos former superin- 

THE STAR (Feb. 1955) carried 
account the revolt. The patients went 
strike when Dr. Corcos was ousted 
Trinidad’s Governor, Sir 
Rance because Dr. Corcos gave some 
160 patients two weeks Christmas leave 
visit the mainland. 

The Chacachacare incident provoked 
considerable comment the usually 
conservative British press. 
spondent England sent THE STAR 
“cuttings” and from these were able 
gauge the predominance favor- 
able attitude toward modern concepts 
Hansen‘s disease. While appreciating 
such magnificent defense Dr. Corcos 
the letter from Dr. Emerys Roberts, 
reprinted this issue, one sensed 
measure support the more unim- 
passioned remarks columns such 
the London Daily Telegraph (Jan. 11) 
whose Medical Correspondent stated, 
“The diagnosis leprosy arouses 
agant fears contagion which may 
partly attributed Biblical leprosy. 
They are quite 

the same day the Daily Telegraph 
carried article, the column “Lon- 
don Day Day,” Peterborough. 
have been talking Sir William Mac- 
Arthur about one’s chances catching 
leprosy the tropics. For anyone going 
out parts where the disease exists, 
they appear reassuringly remote. 

“Sir William, who was Director Gen- 
eral Army Medical Services from 
1938 1941, authority tropical 
diseases. says that leprosy far less 
infectious disease than 


“As far cure concerned, Sir Wil- 
liam says that the position has been 
revolutionized the last few years 
the introduction the sulphone drugs. 
Now sufferer stands very good 
chance cure treatment started 
reasonably early. 

“It seems improbable that the 
dad (patients) who had two weeks 
leave from their colony did any 
but just possible, any them 
were suffering from the disease its 
most stage. 
children stand greater chance catch- 
ing than adults.” 

The Daily Telegraph (Jan. 20) print- 
Dr, Emerys Roberts scathing letter 
which called: 


Leprosy Voodoo 

“Sir, the brave action, mentioned 
erborough,’ Dr. Corcos allowing his 
(HD patients) become free human beings 
least 3,000 years overdue. The leprosy 
voodoo has been maintained the most re- 
markable piece ignorance and bigotry. 

“Since the days when was ordained 
and Aaron that the leper should 
unclean, there has been 
change the attitude the commonman 
this disease, and not even the light 
recent medical discoveries. 

gious. indeed has been said that well 
nigh become infected without 
such close contact involved living 
the same house with case over num- 
ber years. 

“As and one who has visited 
(HD patients) their isolation, welcome 
Dr. enlightened action the most 
humane step since Lincoln’s liberation 
the slaves. 


Yours faithfully, 
R.M. Emerys Roberts 
Walton Thames” 

editorial the Daily Telegraph 
(Jan. 13, 1955) stated: “Dr. Corcos’ 
views the disease are shared ex- 
perts all over the world. Many the 
142 cases Britain are treated out- 
patients departments home, like 
that any ordinary patient. 

Minister Health official said 
yesterday: ‘During the years that 
records have been kept this disease 
Britain there has never definite 
evidence being transmitted an- 
other person here.’ 


leprosy became disease which was 
notifiable direct the Chief Medical 
Officer the Ministry Health. 

“One the reasons for this was 
enable strict secrecy observed for 
the patient’s benefit. Another reason was 
that the people affected should have the 
full benefit recent advances treat- 
ment and facilities. 


“So often the mere sound the name 
leprosy causes complete ostracism for 
the patient, though fact the danger 
others practically negligible. 
the past that fear has often prevented 


people from seeking any treatment 
all.” 


ATTENTION VOYAGEURS AND 
ILIARY MEMBERS 


While this may seem premature, will 
time for annual reports subscriptions 
received from Voitures and Units almost 
before realize it. These car- 
ried our combined July-August issue, 
but the data must compiled June 30. 
Please SURE give complete and cor- 
rect mailing addresses, because the post- 
office does not forward THE STAR 
new address you have moved. Also in- 
clude your Voiture Unit number you 
wish the subscription credited proper- 
the 

Make checks and money orders payable 
THE STAR and mail Point Clair 
Branch Postoffice, Carville, La. 


St. Louis 
Physician---No 


One our contemporary 
ophers has observed that progress 
science made men audacious 
imaginations. But how audaciously im- 
eginative can one be? Certainly not 
more than Dr. Lee Petit Gay, St. 
Louis allergist and former instructor 
clinical medicine Washington Uni- 
versity School Medicine. Dr. Gay had 
the sheer, was inspired, audacity 
declare: “Leprosy symptom, not 
pothesis paper under that title 
published THE STAR (September, 
1953). publishing Dr. 
vocative paper were well aware that 
departed radically from overwhelm- 
ingly prevailing medical opinion the 
subject. But said then, regardless 
whether not one agreed with Dr. 
Gay’s hypothesis, merited hearing. 
only stimulate thought and dis- 
cussion. did! 


Dr. Gay claims that Hansenosis 
symptom underlying minerally 
deficient diet (lack calcium, nitro- 
gen, potassium, phosphorus, etc., and 
trace elements such magnesium, 
manganese, iron, copper, cobalt, and 
sulphur). pointed out that wornout 
soils predominate wherever so-called 
leprosy found, whether they are the 
old sites civilization the newer 
homes man. 

contends that disease can con- 
trolled from the start through proper 
nutrition not giving microorganisms 
the opportunity invade body tissues 
will. admitted that diet fac- 
tor the treatment Hansenosis, but 
the theory that might prevent it, 
account for its cause, has not been 
accepted. 

Gay has suggested that use 
sick deteriorted experimental ani- 
mals comparable the human being 
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Recollections Student Days 


Dr. Rudolph Matas, who will 
years old his next birthday, Septem- 
ber 12, 1955, one the world’s great 
men medicine. 

was the spring 1880 that 
young Rudolph Matas not yet 
years old his degree med- 
icine from the University Louisiana. 
This was the institution that later be- 
came Tulane University. became 
head its department surgery, and 
played key building the 
prestige held today the Tulane 
fessor 1927, However, did not ac- 
tually put aside his scalpel until 
the tender age 87. 

During his career, Dr. Matas has been 
showered with honors. has been 
president the American Surgical As- 
sociation, the American College Sur- 
geons and the International Society 
Surgery. has received the world’s 
highest award for general surgery, the 
Henry Bigelow Medal the Boston 
Surgical Society. ‘The world’s highesi 
award for vascular surgery named 
honor Dr. Matas. 

Dr. Matas credited with being the 
first identify typhoid fever 
entity Louisiana, and first thy- 
roid surgery the state. 

Today Dr. Matas living his gra- 
cious old St. Charles Avenue residence 
the city New Orleans, work 
five-volume history the heal. 
ing arts Louisiana since times the 
Conquistadores. 

October THE STAR 
Dr. Matas and received warm and 
friendly reply, pleased give 
permission for you reprint 
discussion Dr. Dimitry’s paper 
leprosy. recollections the disease 
first recognized and studied 
all its characteristics, when first 
met when was undergraduate 
resident the Charity years 
ago—remained very clear and deeply 
recall the day when discus- 
sed the origin leprosy Louisiana 
and its frequency one time. also 
pleases particularly that 
alence has gradually declined, and that 
the type the disease known 
now relatively benign.” 

April 12, were privileged 
have telephone conversation with Dr. 
Matas. expressed his deep 
the work Carville and THE 
STAR and requested copy this 
edition. Ed. 

interne the Charity Hospital 
1879, was charge ward, for 
leprosy patients. There were about 
patients who had been segregated 
that ward for lack any other place 
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Rudolph Matas, M.D., New Orleans 


put them. Father Boglioli was the 
hospital chaplain for the Catholic pa- 
tients that time, very benevolent 
priest who had virtually con- 
his life his ecclesiastic duties. 
still remember him visiting the sick 
and administering the last sacrament 
and otherwise living the hospital. 
and the community without the 
east social restrictions, was inter- 
ested the patients that ward, that 
had seriously considered writing 
graduating thesis hospital ob- 
and particularly the case 
Father Boglioli, himself, who was the 
only person known have contracted 
the disease the long history the 
hospital. Long before his retirement 
his features gradually 
leonine and most characteristic facies 
the disease. have always thought 
him the Father Damien 
Louisiana. 

Distinctly remember also, 
Common Street (now Tulane Ave.) 
there was fruit stand midway between 
the hospital and the Medical School 
(later the site the Tulane Theatres) 
The eldest son the Italian fruit ven- 
dor developed leprosy and remained 
the stand for years selling oranges, ba- 
nanas, and other fruit the students, 
long before the disease was recognized, 
and yet one seemed have contract- 
the disease. These, and other facts 
that came under observation the 
time, impressed deeply with the 
very rare and exceptional contagious- 
ness the disease and the extraordin- 
ary natural immunity enjoyed the 
great mass the population, despite 
the most intimate contact with the typi- 
cally infected individuals the most 
favorable conditions for its inoculation 
(tropical heat and mosquitoes). The 
relative rarity leprosy Louisiana 
the present time and the countries 
where prevailed epidemically the 
middle ages, and, later, when 
ums for the afflicted dotted the land 
everywhere, suggests that quite apart 
from segregation and sanitation, the 


diffusion the disease its 


filtration through the social strata 
the many varieties mankind the 
course its millennial existence, has 
led gradual immunization hered- 
itary dilution the modern world. 
was extracted from Dr. Matas’ discus- 
sion paper Dr. T.J. Dimitry, 
titled “Introduction Leprosy Into 
Louisiana,” read Dr. Dimitry and 
discussed Matas and others be- 
fore the Orleans Parish Medical Society, 
October 12, 1936. (Reprinted from New 
Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, 
September 1937, Vol. 90, No. 3). 


Photo-- Wm. Mortenson, N.O. 


Dr. Matas 


Note: 

There seems very little print 
about the Father Boglioli whom Dr. 
Matas speaks. The Father Boglioli story 
very interesting from historical 
standpoint and THE STAR attempt- 
ing dig the facts about him. From 
Raphael Brown, reference librarian 
the Library Congress, have learned 
that there are references Father Bog- 
lioli the Italian-American History 
(N.Y. Vigo Press, 
1949); Early Lazarists Missions and Mis- 
sionaries Ryan; and United 
States Catholic Historical Magazine 
(July 1887). hope secure this ref- 
erence material. 

The incidence institutional infec- 
tion Hansen’s disease very smali 
and some the cases that have been 
recorded are doubtful. 

Dr. Cristobal Manalang the 
pines, long-experienced the field 
Hansen’s disease, has 
opinion that Father Boglioli and sim- 
ilar cases such Father Damien and 
Mary Reed, could have harbored the 
infection prior institutional contacts 
their work endemic areas. Dr. 
Manalang, like most medical authori- 
ties, believes that usually acquir- 
infancy early childhood. Says 
Dr. Manalang, “In 
idence leprosy infection contracted 
the adultage, there has been 
ord thorough physical examination 
latent and usually unrecognized lesions 
the supposed exposure 
place.” 
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average less than patients 
year were admitted this hospital, 
the only institution. its kind con- 
tinental United States, from the State 
Louisiana the past years (1921- 
1953 inclusive) 

Bringing the data even 
more date, there were only two 
admissions from Louisiana during the 
calender year 1954, one from Orleans 
Parish and one from Ascension. Based 
the 326 figure given the map 
(1921-1953), issued the Communica- 
ble Disease Center, U.S, Public Health 
Service, Atlanta, Georgia, plus the two 
admissions 1954, gives tota] 328 
admissions from the State Louisiana 
9.64 patients per year admitted from 
Louisiana. 

During the years 1894 1921, the 
27-year period State operation the 
Carville hospital, 321 persons were ad- 
mitted from Louisiana. total 658 
patients from Louisiana were treated 
the hospital Carville from 1894 
May 1954, which together with 
known cases not treated the hospital, 
makes total 684 cases Hansen’s 
disease Louisiana the past years 

Dr. William Meyer, New 
the U.S. Public Health Service, 
charge control Louisiana, has 
pointed out significantly that the 
Louisiana patients admitted Carville 
approximately 33% had onset the dis- 
ease more than five years prior admis- 
sion, and approximately 14% had onset 
more than ten years before admission. 

Statistics covering period some 
years offer prima-facie evidence 
the low communicability Hansen’s 
disease even endemic state, and 
confirm the view expressed Dr. Ru- 
dolph Matas 1936 the “rare com- 
municability” even under con- 
ditions “favorable for its inoculation 
and spread, tropical heat and mosqui- 
toes.” 

Moreover, statistics reveal that Han- 
disease not state-wide problem 
Louisiana, but primarily problem 
the southern half the state. 95% 
Louisiana patients admitted the 
Public Health Service Hospital Car- 
ville (1921-1950) came from parishes 
located the southern half the State. 
the 320 patients admitted the 
same period (1921-1950) 48% 
came from Orleans Parish and only 
from the parishes the north- 
ern part the State (1921-1950) 

the study occurrence and distri- 
bution Hansen’s disease the Unit- 
States, significant note the 
fact that like Louisiana, there the 
same definite tendency toward concen- 
tration the disease limited areas 
the other two endemic states, Texas 
and Florida, The majority patients 
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Distribution Hansen’s 


Disease Louisiana 

Parishes The Carville 
Hospital 


1921 1953 


> 


admitted Carville from Texas come 
from counties located the southeast- 
ern section that state. The majority 
the patients admitted Carville from 
Florida come from the counties 
that State, predominantly from the 
Key West section. 

The majority patients admitted 
Carville from Louisiana are native born 
(96%, 1921-1950). The same true 
the other endemic states, Florida (86%, 
1921-1950) and Texas (76%, 
1950). However, some the patients 
native birth probably contracted the 
disease while residing endemic areas 
foreign countries. 

have statistical proof readily 
available but from observation over 
period almost quarter century, 
have noted that large number 
the Louisiana patients Carville are 
blood kin, some manner 
and son, brothers 
aunt and nephew and cousins various 
degrees. Medical authorities are agreed 
that Hansen’s disease not hereditary 
but tuberculosis, one may inherit 
predisposition tissue weakness 
it. The doctors point out that children 
are more susceptible and should not 
exposed household contact with 
infected individual particularly en- 
demic areas. Dr. Lloyd Aycock, 
Harvard Medical School scientist, who 
made field studies Louisiana, 
Hawaii and elsewhere said, “The great- 
est danger (HD) not the public 
general, but shown the 
iour the disease the world over, 
the families the patients themselves.” 
Dr. Aycock found that Louisiana 
many the patients bear the same sur- 
names the Hansen’s disease cases 
New Brunswick, Canada, both descend- 
ants the Acadians expelled from 
Nova Scotia. 

Some medical historians 
Acadians who came Louisiana 
1755 responsible for introducing Han- 
sen’s disease into this State. But this 
view has been challenged other au- 
thorities who place the blame mul- 
tiple sources, such John Law’s Mis- 
sissippi Bubble which lured many 
immigrants from Germany and Western 
Europe this State and earlier 
source through the West African slave 
trade. 

Whatever the source its introduc- 
tion, Hansen’s disease Louisiana, af- 
ter 200 years, seems now 
finite downward trend, largely because 
effective new therapy and modern 
approch the public health aspects 
the disease. 

William Meyer will read paper 
the history Hansen’s disease 
Louisiana before the Louisiana State 
Medical Society meeting New Orleans 
May 


Study New Diagnostic Procedures for Reported 


study which may lead new 
diagnostic test for Hansen’s disease was 
described Dr. Rudolph Muelling, 
New Orleans, before the Interna- 
tional Association Medical Museums, 


meeting Houston, Texas, April 

Dr. Muelling Associate Pathologist, 
Professor Pathology and Director 
the Laboratory Instrumentation and 
Standardization, Department Patho- 
logy, Louisiana State University, School 
Medicine, New Orleans. Working 
with Muelling his study were 
Dr. Catherine Goetz, also Charity 
Hospital, Department Pathology and 
Hilary Ross, Biochemist the Public 
Health Service Hospital Carville, 

The Study 

The study concerned itself with 
basic approach the protein alterations 
seen Hansen’s disease. This was ac- 
complished both chemical means 
and filter paper electrophoresis. The 
latter performed means filter 
strip moistened with salt (buffer) 
and each end placed reservoir 
buffer. This completes the circuit when 
the electrodes are placed the buffer. 
drop protein placed the strip 
and electric current 


Grants Aid Hansen’s Diseuse Research 


Grants from the Federal Govern- 
ment through the National Institutes 
Health, U.S. Public Health Service, 
are now making possible expand 
program basic research the field 
Hansen’s disease. Basic research 
concerned with laboratory procedures 
only. ‘The Research Grant programs 
the National Institutes Health afford 
the opportunity encourage studies 
universities, and other non-federal 
facilities. 

Tulane University’s famed School 
Medicine, New Orleans, has received 
grant $11,500 for the first year’s 
investigation (12-54 with com- 
mitments the same, amount for the 
second year and also for third. The 
charge Morris Shaffer, Ph.D., and 
Leah Shaffer, Ph.D., Associate, De- 
partment Microbiology. The Doctors 
Shaffer and their associates are carry- 
ing cultural and serologic studies 
the Hansen’s bacillus and other acid- 
fast organisms, with the purpose ex- 
ploring further the possibility success- 
fully propagating the true Hansen’s 
bacillus human animal tissues 
test tube experimental animals. 
They will also attempt develop specif- 
and convenient serologic means 
identifying and distinguishing Hansen’s 


standard period time. Because the 
different proteins the blood possess 
charge, particle electric field 
will move according the positive 
negative charge and its weight, the pro- 
teins will form bands the filter paper 
strip. The filter strips may then dyed 
bring out various components the 
proteins. Three different dyes were used 
which gave the total protein conten:, 
fat linked protein and the carbohydrate 
pound protein. These patterns were 
then studied the light the clinical 
activity the disease and the 
patterns. 

The resultant breakdown may make 
possible for scientists study the 
chemical reactions which occur the 
body result the Hansen 
Such studies could lead diagnostic 
test, earlier detection and possibly 
more effective form treatment than 
now. available. 

Work Expanded 

Dr. Muelling has been interested 
diseases which produce alterations the 
serum proteins for about three years, 
but has been doing work those 
alterations found Hansen’s disease 
for the past year and one-half only. 
During that time, made two trips 


bacillus from other acid-fast microor- 
ganisms. 

Wood Memorial 
(American Leprosy Foundation) has 
received several grants. The Memorial’s 
bacteriological laboratory Harvard 
Medical School will continue inves- 
tigate metabolic pathways mycobac- 
teria and extend other studies. For this 
research, the Memorial has grant 
$27,553 for the first year and similar 
amount each year for the next five years. 
The principal investigators are John 
Hanks, Clarke 
Gray, Ph. and 
Arnold Brodie, Ph.D., Enzymologist. 

grant $3,007 has been made for 
L.W.M.’s study the “effects BCG 
lepromin reaction young child- 

n.” The work will done LWM 
cooperation with the Department 
Health the Philippines. The area 
selected Mactan Island the harbor 
the city Cebu. Principal investi- 
gators are; James Doull, M.D., Medi- 
cal Director, LWM; Ricardo Guinto, 
M.D., Epidemiologist, LWM, 
Rodriguez, M.D., Chief, Division 
Sanitaria, Department Health, Ma- 
nila, Philippines. 

The Memorial’s Clinical Evaluation 
Studies (third series) received grant 
$21,035 (6-54 5-55). These studies 


Carville. The material necessary for 
study was sent Dr. Muelling 
New Orleans laboratory where special 
equipment available. 

the Houston meeting, Dr. Muel- 
ling showed some slides the changes 
which were found. The definitive paper 
has not yet been Dr. Muel- 
ling told THE STAR, “We are still 
the data and writing it. How- 
ever, enough interest has been generat- 
this work that plan now 
whereby material from other hos- 
pitals throughout the world will sent 
laboratory that some com- 
parisons may made the patterns 
Hansen’s disease from other parts 
the world with those obtained Car- 
ville.” 

Basic science studies Hansen’s dis- 
ease, such the one now being carried 
Dr. Muelling and his associates, 
should encouraged and are sure 
throughout the world will gratified 
and interested hear this new study. 
each bit information eked out 
Hansen’s disease becomes 
able and the ultimate result seen 
better diagnostic procedures, therapy 
and patient care. 


are designed determine the value 
certain drugs the treatment HD. 

grant $7,350 (third year only) 
was given Dr. Sidney Cohen, Direc- 
tor Clinical Laboratories, Beth Israel 
Hospital, Boston 2-55). 
Cohen’s subject was “Relation enzy- 
matic activities and biological effects 
antibiotics.” 

are indebted “Leprosy Briefs” 
published the Leonard Wood 
orial the source the above informa- 
tion. 


From the Honolulu Advertiser, April 
1955, have learned that Dr. Wil- 
liam Holmes, Honolulu opthalmolo- 
gist, has been awarded federal grant 
through the Territorial Health Depart- 
ment for Hansen’s disease research 
project; was announced Dr. Ira 
Hirschy, director the health de- 
partment’s division HD. 

The grant provides $3,500 for the pro- 
iect which will carried out Hale 
Mohalu and Kalaupapa, for the ulti- 
mate betterment patients with Han- 
sen’s disease. The grant also provides 
for some special training the main- 
land for research eye surgery, with 
view towards the correction 


vention defects due 


April 
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The artist Nessye 
beautifully framed modernistic 


painting done mixed media and 
titled Sixty” its creator, 
Nessye Levinson Scharlack San An- 
tonio, Texas, has been presented this 
hospital Mrs. The paint- 
ing now hanging the editorial office 
THE STAR adds very colorful 
touch rather drab room, otherwise 
“decorated” only our 
lery” (photographs some our 
staunchest friends supporters 
through the years) one side and 
map the world distribution Han- 
sen’s disease the other. 

Mrs. Scharlack’s inspiration the 
painting came after she read copy 
the special edition THE STAR 
(Nov.-Dec. 1954), commemorating the 
60th anniversary this hospital. 

her letter presentation Dr. 
E.M. Gordon, Medical Officer Charge 
this hospital, Mrs. Scharlack wrote: 
ture THE STAR radiating the light 
truth Hansen’s disease over the 
world. The sun clouded over symbolizes 


St. Louis Physician 
page 


who unknowingly deficient 
who develops Hansen’s disease, that the 
Hansen bacillus might grown out- 
side the human body. short, 
Dr. Gay’s idea that laboratory animals 
have conditioned before they pro- 
vide suitable host material for 
ganism highly selective the Hansen 
bacillus. 

brecht, Ph.D., Chairman the Depart- 
ment Soils the College Agri- 


1955 


the despair felt the first stages 
realization patient, then the new 
moon symbolizes the hope for the fu- 
ture, and the full moon the realization 
the hope. The other planets and the 
stars are just part the celestial forms 
around the globe tie the symbol- 
ism. 
“You are all doing wonderful job 
the hospital, and sincerely hope 
this picture will symbolize the hope for 
the future your institution offers 
many your patients.” 

Mrs. Scharlack was the subject 


4 
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Sixty 


3 
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feature story the October 1954 issue 
The Texas Artist which said her: 
“The sincerity her love, for not only 
the art painting, but all other fine 
arts, finds daily expression whatever 
duties pleasures day may bring 
Nessye Scharlack’s affiliations are 
She member the Texas 
Association, the San Antonio 
Art League, Craft Guild San Antonio, 
Texas Watercolor Society, River Arts 
Group, New Orleans Art Association, 
the Colony Writers, Tau Eta Chapter 
the Delphian Society and others. 


culture, University with 
whom Dr. Gay confers from time 
time, has produced experimental ani- 
mals deficient minerals, and having 
done can cause the animals 
deteriorate either further can 
mal state again. 

Dr. Gay, who now retired and liv- 
ing his farm near Osage City, Cole 
County, Missouri, has long wanted 
visit Carville. finally made over 
the -weekend March 11, and was 
pleasure meet and talk with this 
stimulating and vital personality. 


forthright, warm-hearted and de- 
cidedly, traditionalist! 

From Carville, Dr. Gay went New 
Orleans, where visited Dr. Alton 
Ochsner the internationally known 
Ochsner Clinic. Dr. Gay and Dr, Ochs- 
ner have been friends since they in- 
terned together Barnes Hospital St. 
Louis, back 1919. four-hour 
luncheon conference, Dr. Gay explain- 
his theories about Hansenosis Dr. 
Ochsner and Tulane professors, Dr. 
Lapham, Dean; Dr. M.F. Shaffer, 
Microbiologist, and Dr. John Fox, 
Epidemiologist. 


exas Artist Presents Painting Hospital 
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Action packed shot caught 


“Teamwork and fighting: spirit did 
it,” said coach Arthur Gibson, big 
six footer, after his independent team, 
all patients, swept through the opposi- 
tion double round-robin volleyball 


during tournament 


tournament without loss. The inde- 
pendents went win the champion- 
ship default the and Man- 
ual Arts teams dropped out competi- 
tion. 


The bright sunshiny Easter Sunday 
that everyone had anticipated, the wear- 
ing new Spring attire, the planned 
promenade after Church, the egg hunt 
under the oaks the afternoon, were 
all but washed down the ditches and 
canals our community with that bet- 
ter than inch rainfall that drenched 
from Good Friday through Easter 
Sunday. The most appropriate attire 
was overshoes, raincoats and umbrellas, 
but some brave souls wore their Easter 
finery and shed rain gear soon 
shelter was reached. 

The Point Clair Lions 
planned Easter float used 
the parade. Arthur Gibson designed 
complete with bunny, and spring flow- 
ers, and the Occupational Therapy De- 
partment the hospital helped with 
it. was prominently displayed the 
cafeteria. Equipped with our camera, 
went over picture some the at- 
tractively attired guys and gals using 
the float the background. Alas the 
heavy skies gave little light, and the 
flash attachment the camera decided 
shed light the scene, all the 
beauty remains only memory rather 
than recorded pictures. 

Both Chapels had 


off days, when game was sched 
uled, Gibson had his team out the 
court for practice sessions, The outcome 
the tournament proved this 
very worthwhile. 

The school team was coached M1. 
Gaston England, Baton Rouge, 
structor the local school and the Man 
ual Arts boys were coached Mr. Pau! 
Keisler, also Baton Rouge. Mr. Kei- 
sler instructor Manual Arts here. 
All participants the tournament are 
patients with the exception Mr. Eng- 
land and Mr. Keisler. 


Table Tennis Tournament 
Progress 


ladder table tennis tournament 
currently running the first its kind 
held here many moon. There are 
twelve entries, all patients, participat- 
ing. Interest table tennis has grown 
considerably here the past three 
four months and some the local tal- 
ent could hold their own almost 
any table the country. 

The tournament got under way 
February and will run until May 
when the finals will held. C.T. 


congregations, but how they got there 
without row boats mystery. The 
altars were beautiful with abundance 
flowers. Following annual custom, 
the National Disabled American Veter- 
ans Auxiliary, through their national 
hospital chairman, Mrs. Florence Green, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, sent Easter lilies 
for both chapels and for the club 
lounge the recreation building. 

the evening, the members the 
B.L. Spann Unit 188, American Legion 
Auxiliary, sponsored party for every- 
one the ballroom, Bingo was played 
for prizes, provided from the party fund 
the Unit. Some 200 patients attended 
this party. 

Aline president Unit 
188, cooperated with the local Lions 
Club that they could get their dyed 
eggs distributed. box with hole 
the top was prepared and all the eggs 
were placed it. winning egg 
was drawn, prize was given the 
lucky person. 

doubt the first sunshiny Sun- 
day, will see the residents our 
community treking Chapel all 
what they planned wear 
the Easter Sunday that all but wash- 
into the Mississippi River. 


Lions Club News 

past years, the Point Clair Lions 
Club sponsoring benefit fair for 
members the Jolly Social Club, 
organization 
The fair scheduled for Sunday, April 
24. Local Lions with the help other 
patients will the work and the pro- 
ceeds will turned over the Jolly 
Social Club. 

The Lions are now making tentative 
plans for several outings for handicap- 
ped patients during the coming summer 
months. These patients are taken 
the picnic area Lake Johansen and 
enjoy afternoon entertainment, 
games and refreshments. 

Baton Rouge Lions Francis Holliday 
and “Bugs” Bridges drove down 
Wednesday, April 13, attend 
Ladies Night Box Supper Meeting. 
Manuel Oropeza was inducted 
new member Lion Holliday. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 
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was with group some pathol- 
ogists (South Central College Pathol- 
ogists) Thursday (Feb.24) who 
viewed some type cases with 
visible manifestations. 

was appointed one three 

pathologist consultants the Leonard 
Wood Memorial. The chairman our 
committee Dr. C.H. Binford the 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology 
Washington, D.C. The committee was 
appointed 1952 and with Dr. Binford 
are, Dr. Sam Black and myself. Add- 
this committee 1954 the name 
Dr. H.W. Wade Culion. The com- 
mittee was appointed mainly review 
and attempt evaluate the results 
centers the world affects involv- 
tissues the body. The obvious 
hope find some drug combina- 
tions drugs which will eliminate the 
infection. One the important méth- 
ods study through biopsy checks 
intervals see how the disease af- 
fected the actual tissues. Just clini- 
cal improvement apparent improve- 
ment not always reliable. 
visited Carville 1940 for some 
three days. that time the American 
Leprosy Foundation (Leonard Wood 
Memorial) sent their guest, 
this time see changes. One the dis- 
point, when was there before was that 
patients too often determined their own 
treatment, and stopped when they 
wanted to. That means that too often 
inadequate therapy was given really 
hope eradicate the infection. ail 
infections necessary give medi- 
cation longer than may evidently 
needed clinically, and sometimes the 
patient may appear getting worse 
and may actually getting better medi- 
cally. 1940 felt that Carville was 
useless center for study the effective- 
ness various medications because the 
doctors were not full charge the 
patient, and that does not work for the 
good the patient anywhere any 
disease. thoroughly sympathetic 
with patients with and 
stand how patients can become discour- 
when changes are slow they 
are with any known therapy for HD. 
But doctors, not patients, must 
charge get the answer ultimately 
this any disease. 

Assiut, Egypt for some years, ending 
1939. While there worked with pa- 
tients with out-patient clin- 
ic. Our patients were most cooperative 
and let what seemed best medi- 
cally. There were many limitations, 
however, due not having them 
enough hospital beds. 
brought new patients for initial study 
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Correspondence 


and start therapy, but had faci- 
lities for extended stays. But our pa- 
tients were faithful and most helpful 
and cooperative. 

Before going Egypt had gradu- 
ated from Western Reserve Univer- 
sity Medical School, interned 
land, and then spent school year 
the University London, England, 
studying tropical diseases. got 
Tropical Medicine and Hy- 
giene there 1928. 

Since 1939 have gone into patho- 
logy, after spending years the In- 
stitute Pathology Cleveland with 
Dr. Karsner. worked first Cleve- 
land, then Youngstown, Ohio, and now 
for the past years here Omaha, do- 
ing hospital pathology helping 
teach medical students the Univer- 
sity Nebraska. (Assistant Professor 
Pathology) 


subscriber THE STAR, 
but have been subscriber only 
couple years. take home after 
looking over, for wife also in- 
terested HD, and has been since days 
Egypt. She has made many talks 
church groups try increase interest 
the disease, and stimulate funds- 
giving through the American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc. 

find little THE STAR which 
would take exception, far have 
seen the past year so. would 
doubt whether the changing the name 
this disease from leprosy Hansen’s 
disease material value. The dis- 
ease the same, and think pos- 
sible that some may feel new dis- 
thorough accord with aversion the 
term “leper” which has very unfortu- 
nate connotation and should elimi- 
nated completely. But dislike ep- 
onyms for any disease and 
disease one them. better term 
might but there again 
the disease much older than Hansen, 
and feel stress should placed 
eliminating the disease problem 
than masking new name, leav- 
ing question minds some 
whether not new problem. But 
readily admit that were patient 
with it, might feel differently about 
the older name. doctor interested 
the disease and the PATIENTS with 
it, very much disturbed in- 
adequate knowledge doctors 
it, and give new name can slow 
there hope for cure leprosy, 
early cases, which have re- 
cognized early start therapy. Late 
cases can detected any doctor per- 
haps, but very important for young 
doctors thoroughly familiar with 
its manifestations, and that means that 


who teach must have plenty il- 
lustrations and especially the early 
changes. Too few doctors are disturbed 
about the problem for too few have 
seen good illustrations what does 
the body. 

brief, interest leprosy began 
the School Tropical Medicine 
clinics Egypt, and continues date. 
medical interest centers about the 
many unknowns this disease, such 
the unproved cause, unknown portai 
entry the organisms, lack 
intermediate host knowledge, 
ture media satisfactory for growing the 
organisms, animal satisfactory for 
studying the disease and its treatment, 
unsatisfactory therapy. The whole dis- 
ease still such challenge that de- 
sire enlist all the interest that can, 
that perhaps someone will find an- 
swers. Then tremendously interest- 
the patients with this disease 
came know the patients Egypt 
friends personally worked with 
them try find answers with all the 
medications which knew might help. 
Now there may occasional doctor 
interested the disease who not sen- 
sitive the problems the PATIENT, 
but by-and-large feel doctors well 
nurses and sisters are very much 
anxious help solve this massive prob 
lem, and sure you folks indivi 
duals can much cooperate fully 
with the medical staff anything they 
feel worth trail help lick this dis- 
ease. sure there cure for this 
disease will soon, but will take 
the studies and help many find 
the answers. May God guide and 
with you all and the medical staff there 
and throughout the world! 

Horace Giffen, M.D. 
Clinco-Pathology Laboratory 
Omaha 11, Nebraska 


Dr. Giffen’s interesting and meaning- 
ful letter came THE STAR 
sponse one wrote which ex- 
pressed regret not meeting the doctor 
during his visit Carville. request- 
information and asked several ques- 
tions. 

encouraging and most gratify- 
ing that man Dr. Giffen’s excep- 
tionally high caliber, sctentific and 
otherwise, should devoting some 
his time the study Hansen’s dis- 
His views are both valuable and 
thought-provoking, 

(1) Black, Louisville, Ky., was 
formerly the Public Health Service. 
was charge the laboratory here 
Carville from 1933 1941. 

(2) Chaulmoogra oil and its deriva- 
tives was the chief treatment Carville 

(cont’d— page 12) 
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(CORRESPONDENCE 


offered when Dr. Giffen visited here 
1940, The doctors themselves had 
little faith the oil and that time 
treatment was optional. 

(4) Terminology: Indeed the disease 
“much older than Hansen,” but 
was Hansen who first identified the 
specific organism, now generally accept- 
the causative agent thereby mak- 
ing possible consider the disease 
medical entity. Down 
through the centuries many diseases 
have been called leprosy one time 
another, but with the exception the 
one characterized the Hansen’s 
lus all others have been 
from this semantic branding iron, Take 
psoriasis, for example. Until the year 
1801, the disease known today 
asis, medical literature was called 
“leprosy.” Authorities agree that the 
clinical manifestations psoriasis bear 
much closer resemblance “Biblical 
leprosy” than does the disease errone- 
ously called that name today. The 
late Dr. Ryrie, noted British au- 
thority HD, summed our 
nology problems succinctly when 
said, words and 
are rooted deeply into our common 
tongue that their eradication gener- 
therefore their medical application only 

Hansen’s disease hansenosis has 
the advantage much more than limit- 
circulation, however, another 
name not eponym, but scientifically 
accurate and descriptive, would pro- 
posed, are reasonably 
ponents new terminology would 
accord. Almost any name would 
preferable the present historical 
misnomer, and though less objec- 
tionable than offspring 
used designate the patient, are 
stuck with the latter long the pa- 
rent word retained the name 
the disease. 

Dr. Giffen includes the “unproved 
cause” one the many unknowns 
this disease. stated the 
Hansen’s generally accepted 
the cause the disease but there are 
certain scientific factors which indicate 
that might not be, that why some 
scientists prefer say “presumed 
the cause.” can proved that the 
Hansen’s bacillus not the cause 
the disease, the present traditional ap- 
proach reseach would, like the walls 
Jericho, come tumbling down, 

ED. 
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SEMANTICS REVIEW PUBLISHES 
DR. LENDRUM’S PAPER 


Dr, Frederick Lendrum, Chicago, 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin scolar, dis- 
cusses semantic reactions the word 
‘leprosy,” the current issue ETC. 
(Volume XII, No. 1). 

ETC. international quarterly 
concerned with the role language 
and other symbols 
and human affairs. Dr. 
per, Name ‘Leprosy’,” which ap- 
pears ETC. was originally published 
the American Journal Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene No.6, 
Nov. 1952). The paper was reprinted 
THE STAR (March 1953) since 
then have distributed thousands 
reprints. They are still available. 

ETC., edited S.I. Hayakawa, 
the official organ the International 
Society for General Semantics, 
the encouragement scientific research 
and theoretical inquiry into Non-Aris- 
totelian systems and general 
President the society Anato] Rapo- 
port, University Chicago, 
president A.W. Pearson, M.D., Sher- 
man Oaks, California. The society has 
officials and members many 
sities and colleges throughout the Unit- 
States,and number correspond- 
ing societies the Netherlands, Italy, 
South America, Japan and other 
tries. 


ETC., scholarly pa- 
per will reach new audience, people 
who are especially conscious 
power words,” and who will appre- 
ciate the signification the historical 
name “leprosy.” can sure many 
more new supporters modern ter- 
minology. 


The head the Research Staff 
well-known encyclopedia that 
Chicago, recently stated: 
hardly ever get any letters inquiry 
any more that use the word ‘leprosy’ un- 
They all use ‘Hansen’s Disease’ for the 
modern ailment.” 


(AUXILIARY— 


and prayers for research, and for educa- 
tion the rehabilitation mankind. 
May your community richer because 
this music system, our hope. May 
your lives made richer because us, 
the American Legion Auxiliary, our 
Mr. T.H. Direc- 
tor Community Activities, accepted 
the music system for the hospital and 
expressed appreciation the Auxiliary 
for the Public Health Service. 

While the American Legion Auxil- 
iary has made many splendid contri- 
butions the comfort the patients, 


the one thing that most appreciated 
“that feeling belonging again, and 
the warmth personal friendship” gra- 
ciously extended residents our 
community. This expression 
itude was followed presentation 
gifts the local Unit their outstand- 
ing guests. 

Mr. B.D. Ward, who accompanied 
his wife her visit, led community 
singing during lunch. Mrs. Lumy Seals, 
the national chaplain, gave the Invoca- 
tion. Mrs. McCormick, Destre- 
han, Carville hospital chairman for the 
Louisiana, introduced 
the Louisiana guests and presented Mrs. 
ment president, who turn introduced 
the national officers. addition 
those already mentioned, others the 
group visitors included: Mrs. Cathe- 
rine Arnold, Indianapolis, secretary 
Mrs. Lainson; and Louisianians, Mrs 
Jerry Ashley, Crowley, 
tive committee-woman; Mrs. Iler Camp- 
bell, Homer, past national president; 
Mrs, George Knapp, New Orleans, de- 
partment secretary; Mrs. T.E. Orrell, 
New Orleans, Ist district alternate, and 
Mrs. E.A. Goldsby, Baton Rouge. 
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icts that you should about disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Dis- 
Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions. not with those they would 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
nitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossibie tor 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject 
New York City, patients are permitted 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather. 
ing. 


| * 
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WORD 


Since Mrs. Laura Goode, Portland, Oregon, past national president the 
American Legion Auxiliary, prepared article for the NATIONAL NEWS 
urging all Past President Parleys enter subscriptions THE STAR, 
have heard from Units our states, the District Columbia, Canal 
Zone, Alaska and Many the Units have entered subscriptions for 
schools and hospitals well officers the Units. 

addition sending subscriptions THE STAR, Mrs. Goode advocated 
that least one meeting during the year devoted discussion Carville 
each and every Unit. 

have used this space this month express our appreciation for this 


splendid assistance with our educational campaign. 


THE STAR Staff 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy 


Published monthly patients the Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, 


Please send THE STAR to: [Renew 
Name 
City Zone State 
Subscription per year stamps please. 


make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 
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